COMET ® is a complete
web-based data
management system
Available to meet the data needs
of your program

Attendance

Features

Track and record individual information, attendance data,
and program participation.

• Complete surveys and assessments on-line and get results
instantly – no need for additional data entry and no unnecessary waiting.

Benefit
• Manage data with ease: The COMET® System (COMET) makes
recording and reporting the routine data you collect simple.

• Engage parents by gathering their input and giving them access
to their children’s performance.
• Follow a child’s progress with pre-post and trend reports.

Comparison
• Access COMET’s web-based system from any device with an
internet connection – which means no special hardware, no
maintenance fees, and no software upgrade costs.
• Initial data conversion and training are included.

• Track all the necessary data about your programs and participants, customized to collect any additional information you
need.

Accountability

Features
• Users can record program and activity attendance with ease.
• Parents can monitor their child’s attendance in real-time.
• Multiple methods of recording data are available to meet your
specific needs.
• Built-in functions to identify and resolve incomplete or duplicate
records.

Assessments
Understand the progress of children in your programs identify unique needs, intervene when necessary, and
report the gains.

Benefit
• Improve outcomes: Better serve your mission and make informed
decisions by tracking your program participants and their
progress in real-time. Screening is the gateway to intervention.
Early intervention will help you improve outcomes, one child at
a time.

Comparison
• COMET is easy to use, allowing your staff more time to devote
to work with children and youth.
• Our library of program surveys and assessments helps improve
understanding of your programs and participants, but if you
don’t see what you need, customize COMET and add tools of
your own!

Obtain and maintain financial support by demonstrating
your effectiveness and the quality of your programs
through improved outcomes.

Benefit
• Improve communication and accountability: COMET has assessment and evaluation tools that make it easy for you to produce
the reports your funders require and provide evidence that you
are changing the lives of the population you serve.

Comparison
• Our partnership with Children’s Institute guides your efforts by
bringing expertise in evidence-based program development and
evaluation.
• COMET’s user-friendly reporting tools make the full range of
evaluations accessible to program staff.

Features
• Integrate data from program sites, schools, and home to get a
better understanding of your impact on children’s lives.
• Track program data over a period of time in real-time - from day
to day or year to year.
• Choose from dozens of report styles to evaluate trends in your
organization’s activities.
• Improve communication with funders and fulfill your grant
requirements with our aggregate data reports.
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RESULTS

ABOUT US

The goal of COMET is to support your organization and
its mission. We work to make sure you can turn your data
into usable information to improve services. Communitybased organizations, school districts, and funding agencies use COMET to improve their understanding of
program outcomes.

The COMET team understands the challenges you face as a service
provider. Developed out of a partnership between Children’s Institute (a national not-for-profit organization working to improve
the lives of children by strengthening their social and emotional
health) and SophiTEC, Inc. (a custom software development firm)
– COMET was designed with expertise in the fields of child development, evaluation and research design, and program management, as well as software engineering and database design.

United Way of Greater Rochester (UWGR) achieves annual cost
reductions as a result of the availability of clean, on-demand data
from the organizations they serve. Programs receiving funding
enter their enrollment data directly into COMET, where UWGR
can access and monitor implementation in real-time.
Boys & Girls Clubs of America (BGCA) utilizes COMET as part of
the National Youth Outcomes Initiative where COMET is used by
BGCA organizations across the country to track and record their
member and outcome data. That data is transferred to the National organization with no extra work needed from the clubs.
All groups have full access to the necessary information without
duplicating data entry efforts.
Brighton Central School District uses COMET to support annual,
universal screening of its students in grades K-10 to identify children who would benefit most from specific interventions, allowing them to follow up with appropriate actions to address
emerging issues early. Based on meta-analyses, improvements in
social-emotional health and school adjustment have been shown
to improve outcomes on standardized academic achievement
tests from 11% to 17% when applied universally (Durlak et al., 2011).

Through sound research and evaluation, Children’s Institute develops effective prevention and early intervention programs, and
works with community partners to evaluate the effectiveness of
various youth-serving programs – from afterschool to infant and
toddler care. Children’s Institute is affiliated with the University
of Rochester and has served the community for over 50 years.
To learn more, visit www.childrensinstitute.net.
Contact us:
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www.comet4children.com

Upstate Cerebral Palsy (UCP), an organization serving children
with special needs, reports significant savings by reducing the
amount of time spent on the “administrivia” necessary to provide
desired (and mandated) information to users, administrators, and
regulatory bodies. UCP has yielded a positive return on their investment less than two years after COMET’s implementation.
City of Rochester - Summer of Opportunity (SOOP) offers teens
in the City of Rochester summer employment and uses COMET
to make the application process easy. By moving away from paper
to a web-based system, they nearly doubled the number of completed, on-time applications. SOOP found that youth are more
comfortable completing an online application compared to filling
out a stack of papers. With easy monitoring and up-to-date
contact information, the program managers find their jobs are
simpler, too.
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